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Question 1 — Celebrity 


“Significant deaths have the power to create ‘communities of mourning.’ These communities 
surface quickly with flowers, cards, and other paraphernalia of grief laid at significant sites. In 
the case of Steve Irwin, Australia Zoo became the main site of pilgrimage. Once the process 
of pilgrimage starts it tends to build as people enjoy a rare opportunity to generate, through 
their own action, a bond of shared feeling among strangers. What all these strangers have in 
common is a powerful identification with a celebrity or a world leader—someone they believe 
in, trust, or admire because of the work they do or simply because of who they are. 


In recent years, various communities of mourning on a global scale surfaced in response to 
Princess Diana’s death (1997) .... At the same time, modern media, far from documenting a 
process outside its own making, creates and enables this phenomenon.” 


Discuss this statement from Margaret Gibson about celebrity deaths, taking into account the 
various kinds of celebrity, and, in particular, the case of Princess Diana and Steve Irwin. 
(Your discussion must be supported by reference to a range of resources and readings 
recommended for this unit of study. Additional materials may also be referred to in your 
answer.) 


Question 2 — The Slap 


In what ways does The Slap (as a novel and/or as a television drama series) represent 
elements of Australian culture? Does it engage with ideas of masculinity and femininity as 
they are constructed in Australian society? In your response you need to consider the range 
of critical and wider public responses it has evoked. 

(Your discussion must be supported by reference to a range of resources and readings 
recommended for this unit of study. Additional materials may also be referred to in your 
answer.) 


Question 3 (a) - Domesticated Animals 


Describe the representation of the dog, and the kind of relationship depicted between him 
and his human ‘owners’ in the film Marley and Me. In what ways are these reflected and 
reinforced in the marketing of ‘pet animals’ and products for ‘pets’? 

(Your discussion must be supported by reference to the film and to a range of resources and 
readings recommended for this unit of study. Additional materials may also be referred to in 
your answer.) 


OR 


Question 3 (b) commences on page 3 
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Garber states that “Dog love is local love, passionate, often unmediated, virtually always 
reciprocated, fulfilling, manageable. Love for humans is harder. Human beauty and grace 
are fitfully encountered: a child grows up and grows away; a lover becomes familiar, known, 
imperfect, taken for granted. But dog love is not an evasion or a substitution. It calls upon the 
same range and depth of feelings that humans have for humans. Historically as well as in 
modern times it has often brought out the best in us.” 

Discuss this statement as it is supported by the representation of pets in popular culture. Are 
pets a substitute for a child or other, and is this the way they are represented? 

(Your discussion must be supported by detailed reference to a range of resources and 
readings recommended for this unit of study. Additional materials may also be referred to in 
your answer.) 


Question 4 (a) - Wild Animals 


The benefit of keeping wild animals in a zoo environment is represented in popular culture 
as the ability to preserve an endangered species, in addition to encouraging better public 
buying practices. The argument is presented that zoos entail animal welfare by promoting 
the discontinuation of purchases that encourage poaching and illegal activities. Does this, 
though, outweigh the exploitation inherent in making non-human animals spectacles for the 
entertainment and education of human animals? 

(Your discussion must be supported by reference to a range of resources and readings 
recommended for this unit of study. Additional materials may also be referred to in your 
answer.) 


OR 


Question 4 (b) 


Do the many images of unlikely pairings of wild animals in popular culture contribute to the 
anthropomorphism, and therefore understanding, of wild animals? Or are they simply 
another form of exploitation similar to that of “dangerous animal” programs, such as that of 
Steve Irwin’s The Crocodile Hunter? 

(Your discussion must be supported by reference to a range of resources and readings 
recommended for this unit of study. Additional materials may also be referred to in your 
answer.) 
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